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REMARKS 

This amendment is responsive to the final Office Action mailed on April 1, 2009 setting a 
three month shortened statutory period for response that expired on July 1, 2009. A Request for 
Continued Examination accompanies this response and a one month extension of time under 37 
CFR 1.136(a) is requested. An appropriate fee authorization is set forth below. Claims 1-7, 24- 
28 and 44-47 were examined. Claims 1, 24 and 44 have been amended. New claims 48 through 
58 are added for consideration. No new matter is added and no additional search is believed to 
be required. Further, a Request for Continued Examination accompanies this Amendment. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC 103 

Claims 1-7, 24-28 and 44-47 stand finally rejected as unpatentable over Harvey et al. in 
view of Maehiro and Lange et al. The examiner is respectfully requested to reconsider this 
rejection. 

The examiner states, at page 4, that: 

"Lange teaches a method of exchanging words from a menu of predetermined 
words between the first user and at least one other user (Lange: page 7, paragraphs 82-84, 
noted that when the user misspelled the words, a selection of a corrected words are 
display on a menu)" emphasis added. 

The examiner respectfully has mischaracterized Lange. There is no teaching in Lange of 
an exchange between the first user and at least one other user . In fact, Lange is merely a spell 
checker functionality that presents a menu of words when a single user misspells a word. That 
single user can then correct he spelling by selection from a menu of choices. There is simply no 
communication between users going on via selection of predetermined words . 

Claim 1 has been amended to clearly state "providing a unique code generated by a 
multi-user communication enviromnent to a first user in the multi-user communication 
environment during communication between the first user and at least one other user via an 
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exchange of words from a menu of predetermined words between the first user and at least 
one other user." 

While the meaning is believed to have been clear before this above amendment, the 
underlined words have been added to further emphasize that the action occurs during 
communication between the users via selection of predetermined words from menus. This 
substantially differs from the teaching of Lange. Lange, properly applied, only provides a menu 
driven spell-check functionality to Harvey and/or Maehiro. 

Applicants have amended independent claims 1 to ftirther clarify that the unique code is 
generated during communication between two users via exchange of words selected from a menu 
of predetermined words. 

Independent claim 24 has the same distinction of claim 1, i.e. "providing a unique code 
generated by the multi-user communications environment to a first user in the multi-user 
communications environment while the predetermined word commimications are being 
exchanged between the users." 

There is no suggestion in these three references either alone or in any combination that 
suggests that during communication by exchange of selected words from a menu of 
predetermined words between users, secure free form conmiunication can be established by 
communicating outside the environment a unique code generated by tihe environment, 
authenticating, and then providing free form communication as is claimed. 

Claim 44 has similarly been amended to specifically provide elements of: 
establishing predetermined word communication via an exchange of words selected from 
the menu between a first user and at least one second user in the multi-user gaming envirotmient: 
providing a unique code generated by the multi-user gaming enviroimient to [[a]] tiie first 
user in the multi-user gaming environment during the exchange of words selected from the 
menu of predetermined words between the first user and at least the at least one second user; 
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Here again, Applicants' claim requires first communication via an exchange of words 
selected from the menu and second, the code to be provided to the first user DURING the 
exchange of words selected from the menu of predetermined words between the first user and the 
at least one second user. The Lange patent simply cannot be combined with either Maehiro or 
Harvey to meet these limitations. The rejection under 35 USC 103 should therefore be 
withdrawn. 

New claims 48 to 58 are submitted for consideration by the examiner. Therefore claims 
1-7, 24-28 and 44-58 are now pending. These claims are all believed to be ftilly allowable over 
the art. This amendment is believed to be responsive to all points raised in the Office Action. 
However, should matters remain which the Examiner believes could be resolved in a telephone 
interview, the Examiner is requested to telephone the Applicant's undersigned attorney at (303) 
685-7460. 

The Director is authorized to charge the Request for Continued Examination and one 
month extension of time fee under 37 CFR 1.17(a) as well as any additional fee(s) or any 
underpayment of fee(s), or to credit any overpayments to Deposit Account Number 50-2638. 
Please ensure that Attorney Docket Number 054317-023301 is referred to when charging any 
payments or credits for this case. 
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